THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMS AT MAGDOJVALD
was received which says : " The whole thing is finished,3'
After the consternation on the receipt of this letter was over,
my colleagues decided to send a deputation to the room
next door where the Government representatives were,
sitting, asking really what this was all about and to explain
the whole situation to them. When the deputation arrived
at that room, they found the room locked and the whole
place in darkness.'
As he left Downing Street, Thomas told the waiting pressmen
that the Government had declared war.
Whether a general strike is justified on legal, political,
moral, or economic grounds is a question for the jurist, the
politician, the moralist, and the economist respectively. Cer-
tainly the sympathetic strike of igsC was no criterion. It
lacked the essentials of success. There was no unity at head-
quarters. It ended abruptly in a disagreeable squabble between
the Miners' Federation and the T.U.CL It was lecl by men who
did not believe in it. Thomas admitted that his object was
peace at any price and, when the end came, the price was
exorbitant. Thomas, the head of the industrial side, and
MacDonald, as head of the political side, joined in the effort
to bring the strike to an end. It was impossible for such a
tremendous instrument to succeed when it was controlled by
men who did not believe in its efficiency.
The response to the strike call had been miraculous, the
discipline had been marvellous, and the decision to end it was
keenly resented. There was talk of treachery and betrayal.
The masses have, however, proverbially short memories ; the
double dealing of MacDonald was forgotten, and the miners of
Seaham returned him to Parliament in 1929 with a record
majority.
Baldwin was undoubtedly the dominant figure in the
General Strike. It was his dramatic intervention exemplifying
his skill both as a felicitous spellbinder and successful strategist,
that won the victory for the coal-owners and struck the trade
unions a blow from which they have never recovered. Baldwin
has had^ long connection with trade unions. In his maiden
speech in the House of Commons he spoke of the happy
relations between his firm and the trade unions. Then with